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Required General Education Courses

RIBN applicants must meet all minimum eligibility requirements

Required / Recommended General Education Courses

Students are encouraged to complete required general education courses before entry. Three Upper-Level
Perspective (ULP) courses must be taken through WCU during years two and three. Typically, you will take these in
summer session (summer prior to ADN start, summer during ADN program, and summer following ADN graduation).
Twelve out of seventeen courses are required to be eligible for the RIBN application.

Recommended General Education Courses
Course Nursing

Representative
Verification only

ACA 122 College Transfer Success or ACA 115 Success and X

Study Skills

BIO 168 Anatomy & Physiology | or BIO 165 X

BIO 169 Anatomy & Physiology Il or BIO 166 X

BIO 275 Microbiology or BIO 175 X

ENG 111 Writing & Inquiry X

ENG 112 Writing/Research or ENG 113 X

PSY 150 General Psychology X

PSY 241 Developmental Psychology X

Humanities elective: HUM 115 preferred X

(may use ART, ENG literature, HUM, MUS, PHI, or REL options)

CHM 130 & 130A or CHM 151 X
MAT 152 recommended, MAT 143, or MAT 171 X
COM 231 Public Speaking X

HEA 110 Personal Health and Wellness X

SOC 210 Intro to Sociology X

ULP ART 111, ART 114, ART 115, MUS 110, or MUS 112 X, WCU ULP
ULP HIS 111, HIS 112, HIS 131, or HIS 132 X, WCU ULP
ULP PHI 215 or PHI 240 X, WCU ULP
ULP GEO 111 or REL 110 X, WCU ULP

Completed Courses for RIBN: /17




Nursing Applicant Points Ranking Tool
To be completed by Nursing Program Representative ONLY

Applicant Name: Program: o ADN o PN Date: Reviewer:
TEAS Point Scale Applicant TEAS Scores
Score Range Points Area Score  Points
60.0-64.4 1 Composite
64.5-74.4 2 Reading
74.5-84.4 3 Math
84.5-94.4 4 Science
94.5-100 5 English

TOTAL TEAS POINTS

2. GPA (Most Recent) 3. Prior Diploma/Degree

GPA Points Highest diploma/degree Points
2.5-3.0 1 earned
3.1-35 3 College Diploma 1
3.6-4.0 4 Associate Degree 2
Applicant GPA: - Bachelor Degree 3
S Master Degree or Higher 4

4, Current Certifications/Licensures 5. Required Program Courses Completed

Select one (only with proof) Points ADN PN Points
NA I, Med Tech, Med Aide, 1 7 out of 9 3outof5 1
Phlebotomist, or EMT complete complete
Paramedic or Certified Medical 8 out of 9 4 out of 5
. 2 3
Assistant complete complete
LPN - active, unencumbered 3 9 out of 9 5out of 5 4
complete complete

Points Ranking Summary

TEAS GPA Certification/Licensure Prior Degree Program Courses

TOTAL RANK POINTS = (not to exceed 40 points)

Eligibility must be verified before ranking. Meeting minimum criteria does not guarantee admission.



Nursing Program Application Information
Associate Degree Nursing (ADN) RIBN Pathway

Thank you for your interest in nursing at Isothermal Community College. Nursing school is demanding, but it is also deeply
rewarding. Please review the program expectations below carefully as you complete your application.

Important for all applicants: Admission is limited and competitive. Meeting minimum criteria does not guarantee
admission, and the programs do not use a waiting list. Applications must be updated annually. Students are expected to
have reliable computer and internet access because web-based learning activities are used throughout the programs.

Associate Degree Nursing (ADN)

Regionally Increasing Baccalaureate Nurses (RIBN)

Prepares graduates to apply for RN licensure

Program length: five semesters; students enter the
fall semester.

Graduates are eligible to apply to take the NCLEX-
RN, which is required for practice as a Registered
Nurse.

Curriculum emphasizes safe, individualized nursing
care; evidence-based practice; quality
improvement; informatics; and participation in the
interdisciplinary healthcare team.

This is a day, web-assisted program. Classes are
typically scheduled Tuesday/Thursday; lab and
clinical days are typically Monday/Wednesday/
Friday/Saturday. Schedules may change based on
clinical agency and instructor availability.

Classes, lab, and simulation clinical are scheduled at
ICC’s main campus in the Dr. Bobby F. England
Health and Sciences Building.

Clinical involves direct patient care and may be
scheduled in Rutherford, Polk, and surrounding
counties. Travel is required.

Participation in class, lab, and clinical is mandatory
for progression and graduation.

Students should plan to study at least three hours
per week per course credit hour. For example, NUR
111 is 8 credit hours, which equals about 24 study
hours per week in addition to scheduled class, lab,
and clinical time.

Completing all general education courses before
entry is strongly recommended and may add
points to the competitive ranking score.
Advanced Placement may be available for eligible
students who have successfully completed prior
nursing coursework.

RIBN provides a pathway to complete the ADN
through ICC and BSN coursework through Western
Carolina University.

The first three years are completed primarily at ICC
with selected online WCU courses; the fourth year is
completed online through WCU.

After successful NCLEX-RN completion and RN
licensure, students may begin working as an RN
while completing the fourth year online through
WCU.

Students must maintain required GPA and course
grades to continue in RIBN and meet both ICC and
WCU requirements.

Students with enough prior college coursework may
be eligible to begin in year two or year three of the
RIBN plan.

Computer and reliable internet access are required
because web-based learning activities are used
throughout the program.

Clinical requirements: Clinical agencies are responsible for the safety of patients, students, and staff. Requirements may
include items such as background checks, drug screens, health documentation, and other onboarding requirements. Failure to
meet clinical agency requirements may prevent progression in the program.

Questions? Contact the Nursing Department at nursingprograms@isothermal.edu using your student email address.

Ready to submit your application? Contact the Nursing Department at nursingprograms@isothermal.edu to schedule an
appointment. Please use your student email address when scheduling appointments.



submission by a designated ICC Nursing Department representative.

RIBN Admission Requirements

Important: In addition to regular college admission requirements, applicants must submit the completed nursing application
packet and all required documentation by January 25, 2027. Documentation will be assessed at the time of application

General College Admission Requirements

Submit a completed ICC application for admission
through the ICC website(www.isothermal.edu) or
CFNC.org.

Complete steps one through four at the ICC
admissions requirements page.

Use major code A10100N — Associate of Arts in Pre-
Nursing.

Submit all official, sealed college transcripts from the
issuing institution to the Isothermal Admissions Office
for evaluation.

If requesting tuition or program funding, submit a high
school transcript or equivalency.

Transfer credit can only be awarded for courses
reflecting a GPA of 2.0 or higher.

High school GPA will be used for curricular placement,
regardless of how long the student has been out of
high school. A college navigator will discuss Math and
English developmental requirements with applicants.

RIBN Nursing Admission Requirements

Math competency: Complete MAT 025; OR complete
MAT 143, 152, 171, or higher-level math with a C or
higher; OR meet prerequisites to enroll in MAT 143,
152, or 171 without a co-requisite.

English competency: Complete ENG 045; OR
complete ENG 111 with a C or higher; OR meet
prerequisites to enroll in ENG 111 without a co-
requisite.

RIBN GPA requirement: unweighted high school GPA
of 3.00 or higher OR cumulative college GPA of 3.00
or higher if more than 20 credit hours have been
completed. All transcripts are used to calculate
cumulative GPA.

NA I: Active, unencumbered North Carolina NA |
certification is required by August 13, 2027, and must
remain active throughout the nursing program.

AHA BLS: Active American Heart Association Basic
Life Support for Providers certification is required by
August 13, 2027, and must remain active throughout
the nursing program.

ATI TEAS: minimum composite score of 70 required.
WCU RIBN allows only two attempts for the TEAS
exam.

All official documents must be received by Isothermal
Community College by 4:00 p.m. on the application
deadline date.

ATI TEAS Requirement

Minimum TEAS composite score: 70%. WCU RIBN allows only two (2) attempts for the TEAS exam. Scores are used in the
Points Tool to determine applicant ranking. In the event of a tie, the TEAS composite score will determine rank; if TEAS scores
are identical, GPA will determine rank.
Create an ATl account at www.atitesting.com and keep login information for exam day.

Register through ATI 30 days before the test date; search for "Isothermal CC Nursing TEAS" and register for the 9:00
AM or 3:00 PM session. Students who need accommodations must contact the accessibility coordinator prior to

scheduling.

Approximate fee is $87, payable by debit or credit card through ATI. Rescheduling/refunds are handled directly by ATI.
Contact the ICC Patriot Hub at 828-395-1436 to confirm the testing location; arrive 15 minutes early with a current

photo ID.

Applicants are strongly encouraged to study and keep the scheduled test date to avoid extra fees or missed deadlines.

Minimum Course Requirements / Additional Documentation

Applicants must document high school Minimum Eligibility Requirements and Minimum Course Requirements

established by the UNC Board of Governors unless exempt.

Exemptions may include being at least 24 years old, having 24+ hours of completed college credit, or having earned
an associate of arts, associate of science, associate of fine arts, or bachelor degree.

ACT scores are currently optional for WCU admission. If submitted, a competitive ACT score is 24 or higher. My ACT
composite score is: .
Required official documents include the ICC ADN/RIBN application, official high school transcript, official college
transcripts from all colleges attended, official TEAS scores, and official ACT scores if applicable.

Isothermal Community College | Nursing and Health Sciences



http://www.isothermal.edu/

Advantages of the RIBN Program

ADN to BSN pathway through ICC and Western Carolina University

The RIBN pathway can lower the cost of completing a BSN because most of the first three years are completed at
ICC. The fourth year is completed online through Western Carolina University after ADN completion, NCLEX-RN

success, and RN licensure.

RIBN Progression Expectations

e Classes are completed at Isothermal Community
College.

e Maintain a cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher to
continue with RIBN.

e Earn grades of C or higher in all courses.

e Complete Nurse Aide | and AHA CPR/BLS requirements
and be listed on the state registry.

e Complete ADN and RIBN applications and complete 12
out of 17 required general education courses.

Year 1

e Classes are completed at ICC, with two ULP courses
taken online through WCU in summer prior to start of
ADN program and summer during the program.

e Complete the WCU mandatory online orientation
course before year one begins.

e Maintain a cumulative GPA of 2.5 or higher; earn C or
higher in general education courses.

e Meet minimum grade requirements in all nursing
courses.

Year 2

e Classes are completed at ICC, with one online WCU
course taken in the summer following ADN graduation.

e The third Upper-Level Perspective course from WCU
must be completed by spring.

e Maintain required GPA and course grades; meet
minimum grade requirements in all nursing courses.

e Satisfy ADN graduation requirements at ICC, pass
NCLEX-RN, and hold current unrestricted RN licensure
to proceed to year four at WCU.

Year 3

e All courses are completed online through Western
Carolina University.

e A minimum of 25% of semester hours toward the
bachelor degree must be earned through regular
enrollment in WCU junior-senior level courses.

e Students may work during the program; working no
more than 24 hours per week is suggested.

e Students must satisfy all WCU graduation
requirements.

Year 4

Isothermal Community College | Nursing and Health Sciences



RIBN Acceptance Information

Application Review and Notification

Review & Ranking Notification RIBN/WCU Acceptance

RIBN students accepted by WCU wiill
receive a seat in the ADN program as
one of the top 45 applicants, if all

Accepted applicants will be notified requirements are met. Meeting all

through ICC student email by April RIBN requirements does not

19, 2027. guarantee acceptance by WCU.
Applicants not accepted by WCU will
be ranked for an ADN seat using the
Points Tool.

The Director of Nursing reviews
applications for accuracy and
completion, ranks applicants using
the Points Tool when applicable, and
sends acceptance letters to top-
ranked applicants.

Conditional Acceptance Requirements

e  Submit the Intent to Enroll response by April 23, 2027, to accept or decline the offered seat.

e Attend the mandatory New Student Nursing Orientation; the date and time will be included in acceptance
emails.

e Complete the physical examination requirements, including health physical, diagnostic tests, vaccination
records, NA | certification, and AHA BLS certification by August 13, 2027.

e Maintain all clinical requirements without expiration throughout the duration of the nursing program.

e Complete the criminal background check and drug screen through the approved program vendor arranged
by the program at an unannounced time; cost is approximately $80 and is subject to change.

e Clinical agencies receive results directly and may deny clinical access. If access is denied by any clinical
agency, the student cannot be placed at another clinical facility and cannot continue in the program.

Required Fees and Tracking Academic Progression

e Immunization tracking fee is approximately $25 e Maintain a minimum 2.0 GPA while enrolled in
per year and subject to change; accepted the nursing program.
students will receive instructions with the e Earnagrade of Bin all NUR courses.
acceptance letter. e Earnagrade of Cin all general education

e C(linical agencies may require specific tracking courses.
services; fees may vary according to clinical e Admission criteria are reviewed annually and are
placement. subject to change. Applicants not accepted

e A NCLEX Prep Fee is included with each NUR should submit a new application for the next
course of the program (except NUR 113 and NUR admission cycle.

212 in the ADN program). This charge appears on
your tuition statement. The NCLEX Prep Fee
covers costs of all required e-books, publisher
site access, and a secure testing platform used
for the duration of the programs. It also covers
additional services that help prepare you for the
NCLEX-RN or NCLEX-PN exams.

e A S$100 lab fee is included in tuition for supplies
used during lab skill practice and required
checkoffs.

Reminder: Acceptance is conditional until all required items are completed by the stated deadlines and clinical access is
approved by assigned clinical agencies.

Isothermal Community College | Nursing and Health Sciences



Nursing Program Technical Standards

Essential non-academic abilities required for safe participation, progression, and clinical practice

Purpose

The practice of nursing requires non-academic skills and performance abilities that are essential to participation in
an educational program. Nursing students should possess and be able to demonstrate the following technical

standards, with or without reasonable accommodation.

Technical Standards

1. Critical Thinking

Clinical judgment; identify cause-effect relationships,
collect and analyze data, problem-solve, develop or
participate in care plans, and apply information in clinical
settings.

3. Communication Skills

Communicate in English, verbally and in writing; read
patient charts, spell medical terms, explain procedures,
teach, document, and interpret responses.

5. Motor Skills

Use gross and fine motor abilities to provide safe care,
calibrate/use equipment, document care, move patients,
perform CPR, and complete skill procedures.

7. Visual

See sufficiently to observe and assess patient responses,
specimen color, color differences, and changes such as
stages of healing.

9. Olfactory

Discern odors from patients and the environment,
including foul-smelling drainage, burning materials, gases,
and spoiled food.

11. Cognitive Abilities

Remain oriented to time, place, and person; organize
responsibilities, make decisions, prioritize care,
implement plans, and provide follow-up evaluation.

13. Professional Behaviors

Form safe therapeutic relationships; demonstrate caring,
respectful, sensitive, tactful, compassionate, empathetic,
tolerant behavior; manage multiple tasks; provide timely
care; accept responsibility and accountability.

Student Acknowledgment and Signature

2. Interpersonal Skills

Interact effectively with individuals, families, and groups
from varied social, emotional, cultural, and intellectual
backgrounds; establish rapport.

4. Mobility

Move from room to room and maneuver in small spaces;
tolerate a busy 12-hour clinical experience and frequent
movement between workstations and patient-care areas.

6. Hearing

Hear sufficiently to monitor and assess health needs,
detect alarms/emergency signals, auscultate sounds, hear
cries for help, and understand spoken English.

8. Tactile

Use touch for assessment and interventions, including
palpation, physical examination functions, catheter
insertion, pulse assessment, and temperature changes.

10. Weight-Bearing Strength & Mobility
Lift, manipulate, or move 45-50 pounds daily, including
positioning patients/clients and moving equipment.

12. Temperament & Emotional Control

Remain patient and calm and perform in high-stress
situations, including cardiac events, shock, hemorrhage,
and high-stakes testing.

| have reviewed the Technical Standards for the nursing program, and | certify to the best of my knowledge that | can
perform these functions. | understand that admission, progression, and graduation are contingent upon the ability to
demonstrate the technical standards with or without reasonable accommodations. Requests for accommodation
should be directed to the Office of Accessibility at 828-395-1436. If | am unable to meet one or more standards, |
may be required to have a physical examination performed by a health care provider for verification. A change in my
health during the program of learning so that the technical standards cannot be met with or without reasonable
accommodations may result in withdrawal from the nursing program.

Signature:

Date:

Printed Name:

Isothermal Community College | Nursing and Health Sciences
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RIBN Nursing Application Important Dates

Key Dates and Deadlines

Application Submission

Deadline January 25, 2027

No later than April 19, 2027. Notifications are sent to ICC student
email only. Applicants are encouraged to download the Outlook app
and log in with their student email for notifications.

Acceptance Letter Email
Notification

Intent to Enroll Response April 23, 2027

Date, time, and location will be announced in the acceptance letter

Mandatory Nursing Orientation .
email.

August 13, 2027. Physical exam forms will be sent in the acceptance
email. All clinical requirements must remain active and without
expiration for the duration of the program.

NAI, AHA BLS, and Physical
Examination Due

Nursing Application Submission

Applicants must submit a complete nursing application in person for
advising. A complete ICC application, MAT and ENG competency, ATI
TEAS score of 70% or higher, GPA requirement, and in-person
application submission are required to be considered.

Required to Be Considered

Isothermal Community College Nursing and Health Sciences

Submit To
Department

Isothermal Community College main campus, 286 ICC Loop Road,
Location Spindale, NC 28160. Submit at the Dr. Bobby F. England Health and
Sciences Building, 2nd floor office suites.

From your student email, email nursingprograms@isothermal.edu to
set up a submission appointment time. Emails are checked Monday
through Friday, and applicants can expect a response by the
following business day.

Schedule an Appointment

Applicants will meet briefly with a nursing department
What to Expect representative to review the packet, requirements, eligibility, and
program expectations.

Questions and Program Updates

Contact Isothermal Nursing Stay Connected

nursingprograms@isothermal.edu | 828-395-1643 Like us on Facebook for nursing program updates.

Isothermal Community College | Nursing and Health Sciences

Isothermal Community College | Nursing and Health Sciences


mailto:nursingprograms@isothermal.edu

